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Remarks on a Paper from Societies in and a- 


bout Edinburgh, wherein pretending to be 
true Sheep, yet appear as Wolves to tear 
and devour others, who ſee remarkable Dan- 
ger to follow them. | | 


* 


For ſome Information to honeſt and ingenuous 


Perſons, in this Matter, till they be pro- 


vided with better. 


Zy « Lever of the good old Way. 


Why doſt then judge thy brother ? or why dof 
thou ſet at nought thy brother? Rom. xiv. 10. 


Hold faſt the form of found words. 2 Tim. i. | & 
Continue t heu in the things which thou haſt learn- 
e, and haſt been aſſured of. 2 Tim. ii. 14. 
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CAN DID READ ER, 


T may be amuſing and amazing, to the | 
thinking Part of Mankind, to obſerve the ' 
various and different Tempers and Opi- 


nions of ' ſome, ſo engaged to their own Way 
of Thinking, as to vilipend and expoſe others, 
who find Seripture, Reaſon, and ſolid Divines, 
not to yield to their Way of Thinking ; as 
may be ſeen, in a preſent Caſe, with a Society 


in and about Edinburgh, who advance a new. 
Scheme, anent the Death of Chriſt, which o- 


thers plainly ſee tends to advance ſomewhat 


of the Arminian Way; and fo cannot comply 


with, but oppoſe the ſame. 


Old Mr Mac Millan, his Son, Mr Marſhall, 
and ſuch as adhere to them, (however branded 


by thoſe of that Society, and ſuch as join them), 
have many Times declared to the World, their 
owning and believing the Scripture to be the 


Word of God, the alone Rule of Faith and 


Practice, and the only Umpire in all Things 
to be believed and received. They adhere to 
the Doctrine of the Chureh of Scotland, in Her 
approven Confeſſion of Faith, agreeable to the 
foreſaid infallible Word of God, Cc. That je- 
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LS 
ſus died, and ſatisfied Juſtice, for the Elect, 


thoſe only who were given to him by the Fa- 


ther, and undertaken by him, to be redeemed; 
And that this Price of Redemption undertaken, 


and paid, removes all legal Bars which ſtood 


againſt them, by the Law broken by them, and 
the Sanction of the Law condemning them, to 
all ſuch as by Faith receive this offered Saviour 
and Salvation; and thereby becomes the End 
of the Law for Righteouſneſs to all that believe. 
They own the infinite Value of the Price paid, 
if God had ſo willed, and revealed the ſame to 
Men, to have ſatisfied offended Juſtice, not on- 
Iy for the Elect, but alſo all the Poſterity of 
fallen Adam. | 

As this is a Myſtery tranſcending the Capa- 


py 


city of Angels or Men, (fo the inſpired Apoſtle 


lays, Great is the myſtery of godlineſs, Cod ma- 
nifeſted in the fleſh, &c.) ; ſo it is Preſumption 
in Creatures to meaſure or fathom that un- 
ſearchable Subject, or meaſure it by their ſhal- 
low Capacity. The Revelation of the ſame to 
us, is what we are bound to believe, and God's 
Command is our Rule. | 

So it 1s revealed in the Word of God, that 


there is a Decree of Election, whereby, by an 


Act of his abſolute Dominion and holy Will, 
he hath choſen ſome to eternal Life; according 
to the good pleaſure of his will, Eph. i. 5. ; ac- 
cording to his good pleaſure, which he hath pur- 
poſed in himſclf, verſ. 9.; and after the counſel 


_of his own will, verſ. 11. So is there alſo a De- 


cree and Purpoſe of Reprobation or Preterition, 
as is abundantly evident from the ſame Apo- 


. 11. 13. 1. 6. 17. 18. W 
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CE 
he leaves others in their loſt State. As none of 
the firſt can be damned, ſo none of the other 
can be ſaved. Their Damnation flows from 
_ themſelves, Being left to themſelves ' in that 
State, and ſaving Grace denied to them, which 
God is not bound to give, they periſh. The 
other are certainly ſaved; becauſe the Pur 
chaſe is decreed for them in the Deeree of E- 
lection; and the free Gift of the Grace of Faith, 


and other Graces, not only purchaſed for them 


by Chriſt, but alſo by the Spirit given and ap- 
plied to them, in Order of the Covenant, which 
is in all Things firm. But perhaps ſomething 
of this may follow after. 

I have neither Inclination nor Time to act 
the part of a Diſputant; yet I could not e- 
ſcape obſerving a late Occurrence, which hath 
created a great Diſadvantage and Detriment. 
Diſpuration naturally proves a Hurt to Society, 
and, by degrees, alienates Affection of former 
Friends; - each Jabouring for what may be al- 
ledged to ſupport their View, or prove diſad- 
vantageous to the other. And herein I may 
advertiſe the Reader, that there was no Occa- 
ſion for this Flame; none of all the Societies in 
the Kingdom were adv; ancing any Sri either 
by Innovation, or oppoſing any way the true 
and ſound Doctrine of this Church in the Fun- 
damentals of Religion, and particularly as to the 
Death and Merits of Jeſus Chriit, which was 
authoriſed, and received, and owned in this 
Church; as, That the Elect were the Per- 
ſons, by Compact between the Father a 8 
the Son, in the Covenant of Re dem apt! 
given to Chriſt; for theſe he under tock; 
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theſe. he anſwered for all that Law and J 
could demand; for theſe he died, and roſe a- 
gain for their Juſtification ; - for theſe he inter- 
cedes; theſe only he juſtifies, by giving them 
Faith, and other Graces, purchaſed by, and 
treaſured up in him, who is the Head of Influ- 
ences. to his Church, which is his Body, &c. 

I have been now acquainted much with the 
* of thoſe who are in Socleties, and 
joined with Mr Mac—7, for about ſixty Years; 
but I think they never found as much Confu- | 
fion, at any Hand, as by this new Set. 

A Paper from a Society in and about Edin- 
burg b, is my preſent View; which you will 
find by and by , with ſome of the many Ob- 
ſervations may be had. But to bring the Read- 
er a little into the Story and Riſe of it. For 
ſeveral Years before, ſome in that Society, 
particularly in Edinburgh, were preſſing fervent- 
ly for ſome new Shemes in Religion, and fo 


fervid in their new Doctrine, that on ſeveral 


Occaſions, and Viſits for that End, the ordina- 
ry Diſpute was on thele Points; a Share where- 
of 1 felt myſelf. And for that End they wrote 
circular Letters to ſeveral Societies at a Diſtance, 
to inform and influence them to adopt the ſame 
Opinion with them. And this they endeavour— 
ed at ſeveral Meetings, as can be evidently de- 
monſtrated. 

This being for a conſiderable Time, and at 
length plainly writ and told, viz. That Jeſus 
Chriſt died indefinitely for all Allans lapſed Po- 
ſterity; that he dicd not for. the Elect only, 


but for others alſo ; and that he ſatisfied for 
the 


the Sins of all Men, fo as to warrant Preach- 
ing, ind Hearers to: behieve.  _ Ow 
As many were averſe from ſuch Opinion, 
and could not be induced to concur with them; 
it did animate old Mr Mac n, to endeavour 
to prevent any thing dangerous, or having any 
Appearance of Evil, among the People among 
whom he had laboured for more than forty-ſix 
Years, and never before found any ſuch Dan- 
ger among them; and to have the ſame diſap- 
proven by them, before he left the World, and 
ſo to prevent the People being miſled and en- 
dangered; which was the true Ground and 
Reaſon of its being tabled at Brounk;ill. And 
after long Reaſoning on both Sides in a friend- 
ly Way, at length it was brought to a Propo- 
ſition ; the Iſſue whereof you will preſently 
ſee. Only, 

Mean time, I advertiſe the Reader, that thoſe 
of that Side were frequently obſerved, as an 
Evidence of their bad Humour, frequently 
when that pious (I ſay not ſinleſs) old Man did 
ſpeak, -to turn their Faces, and make him- 
ſelf, and what he ſaid, rather a Matter of Buf- 
foonry, than any thing elſe ; and, to my own 
Hearing, to expreſs themſelves in a moſt dimi- 
nutive Way, in Terms I will not here mention. 
And if they could catch any Word from him 
unthinkingly ſpoken, then they kept that as a 
conſtant Turn of Ridicule, as Occaſion offered, 
and this in my own Hearing and View. Wit- 
neſs, one Day, in his Zeal againſt' Arminianc, 
and what might tend that Way, ſome citing 
certain Texts of Scripture uſed by the Armi- 
nians, and by themſelves; he inadvertently 

| | ſaid, 
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1 ; 
ſaid, Theſc were Auen Texts not that he 
thought any Part of Scripture 4rmiman, but 
only as uſed or abuſed by the 4rminians. But 
this remains with them as Matter of Ridicule, 
on any Occaſion that offers for it ; and which 
I myſelf have heard oftener than once; which 
ſhews ſomething in their Temper I will not 


write. And in order to fully his Reputa- 


tion, they had writ, he held a threefold Co- 
venant in the Salvation of Man, but finding 
they could not fiad any Shadow for that, then 
bluntly they call it a rypographical Erratum. 
Next, thai he ſays, Faith is the Condition of the 


Covenant of Grace. He ſays fo, in no other 


Senſe, than what our pious and learned Reform- 
ers urderſtoad it, as being a Gift and Grace 
given to them, in having the Benefits of that 
Covenant applied to them, and in the ſame 
Senſe as Faith is ſaid to juſtify. Next, that 


he denies Aſſurance to be eſſential to Faith. 


Here alſo they groſsly miſtake and miſrepreſent 
him. In this I fully know his Opinion. That 
there is Aſſurance in Faith, is impoſſible to be 
otherwiſe; none can believe except he be aſſu- 
red of that. A direct and objective Aſſurance 
he owns, but a ſubjective or reflex Aſſurance 
he ons not; and that juſtly, becauſe many 
have had, and may have true and ſaving Faith, 
who cannot attain that Comfort, at all Times, 
as to know that they believe; and by this ſome 


have all their Lifetime been ſubject to Bondage. 


But whatever Way they can find a Shadow, 


there they improve it. I think myſelf obliged 
to vindicate his Reputation againſt them, And 


I caa freely adventure, to put one and all of 
| them 


SE: 5 


them to an open Defiance, to ſhew wherein 


he has either innovated, altered, or rejected a- 


ny Truth, contained in the Standards of this 
Church, in the Fundamentals of ſound Doc- 
trine, and the Death and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 
I hope the Reader will excuſe me in this Di- 
greſſion; and I return to the Purpoſe in Hand. 
Only I ſhall beg the Reader's Patience a little, 
and inform him, that as ſoon as Time can be 
ſpared from neceſſary and called- for Duties, a 
Renarration of their Narrative, and a further 
Inquiry into this Affair, at more length, by o- 
ther Hands, is deſigned for the Public, and which 
(if Health allow) they may expect. But what 
Time it will take, I cannot here aſſure you. 

told you before, that their Converſation at 
Brounhill at length iſſued in a Propoſition, which 
you will ſee afterward ; and, by Conſent of both 
Parties, it was allowed a Vote. But, in End, 
the Plurality of Votes were againſt the Propo- 
ſition. This threw that Party into a Flame; 
which caſily proves what 1 formerly obſerved, 
that their long Deſign and Endeavour had been 
to have their new Opinion judicially approven. 
And it may as caſily be thought, if the Votes 
had paſſed on their Side, there would have been 
Joy and Triumph. But being over-voted, you 
here ſee the Conſequence, by Proteſts and Pe- 
tition. This alſo is, and was the Occaſion of 
this Paper from Edinburgh; whence, I may 
lay, Fins & orig9 mall, 

I ſhall give the Paper exactly as I have it 
from the Original in my Hand. It is intitled, 
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A Narrative of the Conduct of the Societies i 


and about Edinburgh. 


AS we had a Paper of Principles lying be- 


fore the Presbytery, in Anſwer to a 
Paper of Mr Mac /Tillan ſenior, given in to 
the Reformed Presbytery, containing Accu- 
ſations of Error, &c. againſt us, upon the 
Point of Doctrine preſently in Debate among 
the Presbytcry and the People ; we there- 
fore ſent a Commiſſioner to attend the Preſ- 
bytery at Broun#zll laſt Meeting, in order to 
get a Reading and judicial Conſideration there- 
of, according to the Engagement of the Preſ- 
bytery, and Order of the Minutes. But fo 
keen was the Purſuit of ſome Members of 
the Presbytcry againſt the Extent of Chriſt's 
Death, as contained in Mr Fraſer's Appen- 
dix, that all Form and Order of Procedure 
behoved to yield to an arbirrary Power, in 
proceeding to a direct Condemnation of the 
fare. And though our Commiſſioner again 
and again inſiſted upon his Right of being 
heard in that Paper of ours before them, ac- 
cording to the Order of the Minutes ; and 
alſo remonſtrate the Injuſtice of proceedin 
to judge, and perhaps condemn the Doctrine 
contained in Mr Fraſer, before hearing of 
us upon that Cauſe ; yet could not be heard. 
So impetuous, unreaſonable, and keen, was 
the Purſuit againſt that Cauſe, that all the 
Means uſed for procuring a Delay, and a fur- 
ther Conſideration of ſuch a weighty Point, 


as in that Debate, that was uſed by the Mi- 
„ nority 
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« viz, Whether Mr Fraſer's maintaining, that 


nority of the Presbytery, had no other Ef- 
fect, than to influence theſe Members to a 
furthcr Degree of precipitant Rage, and un- 
reaſonable Jealouſy of their Brethren. In 
Proceſs of Time, the oppoſite Party, ſuffi- 
ciently inſtamed with Rage againſt the ſame, 
and ripe to condemn it at any rate, and over 
the Belly of all Reaſon, yielded to a reading 
of our Paper, in thoſe Parts of it concerning 
the Doctrine of the Extent of Chriſt's Death; 
with this expreſs Limitation, that no Rea- 
ſoning ſhould be admitted thereon. By all 
which we conceive, the End and Deſign of 
our Paper was rendered wholly abortive ; 
ſeeing we were not judged thereanent, he- 
ther orthodox or k2terodox. And there- 
fore, conſidering the Height of Rancour 
the Spirit of thoſe in the Oppoſition 
was ſcrewed up unto, and prelimited from 
reaſoning calmly on tne Propoſitions contain- 
ed in that Paper, upon the Point, any Con- 
viction the reading the {ame might reach the 
Minds of any, were hereby ſtifled. Accord- 
ingly, the Majority of the Preſbytery pro- 
ceeded hand-over-head, with Abundance of 
Precipitation and Confuſion, to condemn Mr 
Fraſer's Doctrine, firſt, as Aminian Doctrine. 
But, upon after Reflection, that Vote was re- 
tracted by the Reverend Mr Mac Millan junior, 
and two Elders; declaring they did not ac- 
cuſe Mr Fraſer of holding Arminian Univer- 
ſal Redemption. Upon which a new State of 
the Vote was framed, and the following fixed 
upon, as containing Mr Fraſer's Sentiments, 
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the Lord Feſus Les. 2 For the Sins of 
all Men fo, that this Satisfaction might be cm- 
petent to be propoundedito them in the Goſpel, 
as the Ground of their Faith, and pleaded by 
them for their Fuſtification ; and that this 
Satisfattion is the C — and formal Reaſon 
upon which their Faith is ſeunded“ Upon 
which, the judicial Condemnation, by the 
Votes of a Plurality of the Members of the 
Presbytery. Our Commiſſioner dictated the 
following Proteſt, viz. Alexander Wright, 
in his own Name, and in the Name of "his 
Conſtituents, and of all that would adhere 
to him, did proteſt againſt the faid Deciſion, 
as expreſsly repugnant to the Word of God, 
and the Sentiments of all orthodox Divines, 
rejecting the Mediator in his public Charac- 
ter and Offices, and is everſive of the Go- 
ſpel, and to the whole complex State of the 
Covenanted Teſtimony of the Church of 
Scotland, injurious to Mr Fraſer, and the 
Truths maintained by him in his Appendix, 
and to the Principles contained in that Pa- 
per before the Presbytery, from the Society 
in and about Edinburgh, his Conſtituents. 
By all which he conceived the Plurality of 
the Members of the Presbytery had forfeit- 
ed any divine Right to the Exerciſe of the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: Craving 
Liberty to add further Reaſons afterward, 
and to do what may be found neceſſary for 
the Vindication of Truth, and the Exonera- 
tion of their Conſciences: Proteſting alfo 
for an Extract of the Minutes, and his Pro— 
teſt. Upon all which, he took Inſtruments 
& in 


3 „„ 
% in the Clerk's Hand: To which adhered, 
& Adam Reid, James Anderſin, P. Cochr an, 
& 7. Jreland, Alexander. Thomſon. And, in 
8 Conſequence of this Proteſtation, next Day, 
* upon the Back of Mr Hall's Proteſtation, 
gave in the following Petition, vg. 
i refer the Petition 2 little Space. 


I much queſtion this Narrative, which J have 
good Ground to doubt, by a flrange Repreſen- 
tation of a Converſe at Pentland, oppoſite to 
Truth avd Matter of Fast; which will appear 
ere 1 end with their Paper. | 

} 0f bſerve all their Papers are long-winded, 
much addicted to themielves, and ſtuffed with 
ſtrange and unaccountable Expreſſions, in which 
they take great Liberty. I expect the Public 
in Time wiil be better informed. But here I 
cannot eſcape obſerving how they treat their 
Oppolites, alledging all orthodox 1 are of 
their Sentiments; which is falſe. Meſſ. Dur- 
ham, Rutherford, Diel ſon, &c. do ol op- 
pole their univerſal Satisfaction. And here un- 
chriſtianly they charge their Oppolites with pre- 
cipitant Rage, unreaſonable Jealouſy, ſufficient- 
ly inflamed with Rage, the Height of Rancovr, 
Sc. where no ſuch Thing did appear; and by 
this labour to fully the Reputation of the other 
Party, by bold and daring Expreſſions, as if 
none of them had either Honour, Reaton, Hu- 
manity, or Conſcicnce, and, eonſequently, far 
lets Grace, or Regard to Chriſtianity. But 
when 1 heard what terrible Blows were given 
againſt thoſe who voted againſt che Propoſition, 
1 was s brough t to obſerve and think, whether 

OT 
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or not they had Reaſon to oppoſe it. Then ] 
found they had good Reaſon to be jealous of 
any thing repugnant or oppoſite to the ſcriptu— 
ral reccived aud authorited Doctrine of this 
Church, and which they themſelves had public- 
ly ſhewed their Approbation of, &c. and to 
ſhun all 4 opcarance of Evil, viz. their main- 
taining that OO: died indefinitely for all. 


This is what Corm wins a great Arminian ſays, 


that Ch ciſt med not lord y one; Which is a dy- 
ing indefinitely. Next, That Chriſt died for all 
and ev cry one, or that 0 iaticfhed for the Sins 
of ail Men fo, &c. This Aininians allo main— 
tain and ſay, in maintai:ing an Impetration of 
Remiſſion, ſo as in believing they are ſaved ; if 
not, then the Juſtice of God is vindicate in con- 
demniig them. Though I will not adjudge 
them tu ſuch a ſad Sentence as they do thoſe 
who cannot comply with their Sentiments, I 
Eope their Oppotites have not ſo learned Chriſt; 
but ailow them that Charity, as not to believe 
them to be of the rigid Mminian Doctrine in 
many of their falſe Tenets. 
Vhat is my on and others Opinion anent 
the Death and Merits of Chriſt, I have ſhewed 
above. Satlis:y or Satisfaction, has Relation ei- 
ther to Oftence, Wrong, or Debt. If the Party 
offended be fati: 10d, either as to the Offence 
or Wr ong, Ko tie oficnding or wronging Party 
is in Law acquit and ablolved. If it be in the 
Matter of D. dt; if the Debtor either by himſelf 
or Cautioner has his Debt paid, then in Law 
the Creditor is ſatisfied, and the Debtor acquit. 
Fallen Man is an Offender, Injurer, and Debtor 
to divine * : Then, if ſuch a glorious In- 
terpoſer, 


N a 


OE = IL 


terpoſer, Mediator, * Surety, as Jeſus Chriſt, 


(Sin being an Offence, Wrong, and Debt), 
have ſatisfied Juſtice for all Men, then all Men 
are ſaved. If all are not, then let any judge the 
unaccountable Conſequence of this, that this Sa- 
tisfaction was in vain, Cc. Cc. 

Upon this I obſerved f rom Heb. x. 14. that by 


ene fring he hath perfected for ever them that 


are ſuncti ed]; this being the Fxecution of his 
Prieſtly Office, offering himſelf up a Sacrifice, 
a compleat Sacrifice, and this to ſatisfy divine 
Juſtice. Here we lee, that the Satisfaction for 
Sin is in this offering by his Death, is alſo Re- 
conciliation, a neceſſary Conſequent, and inſepa- 
rable. So, for whomſoever he offered this Sacri- 


fice, Juſtice is ſatisfied, and Reconciliation ob- 


tained ; and this is certainly for the Elect. at 
is called one offering, and perfetts for ever. 
Not one Link of this golden Thain can break 
from Hlection, Pr edeſtination, this com- 
pleat Sacrifice, c. and terminates in Glorifica- 
tion. By this Sacrifice and Satisfaction, all le- 
gal Bars are only effectually removed, and the 
Soul made entirely happy and fate, all Enmity 
being nailed to this Croſs. So, in brief, it — 
be ſafely concluded, for wiomſoever he ſuffe 
ed, he thereby ſatisfied Juſtice ; and for whom 
he ſatisficd Juſtice, theſe are reconciled, &c. 
But that he offered an incompleat Sacrifice, 
and made an imperfect Satisfaction, is unknown 
in the Bible; if we but ſeriouſly view and con- 
ſider the Decree cf Election, which can by 
none be underſtood as it is, only according to 
the Revelation given us in his Word; and no 
Rule to us, otherwiſe than as reveal:d, As 
the 
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the Decrees of God and his Purpoſe, are Acts 
of his abſolute Dominion, and according to his 
own good Pleaſure, eternal, immutable, irre- 
verſible, indiviſible, and ſimple, &c.; fo in the 
Decree of Election, Eph. i. 4. according to the 
good pleaſure of his will, verſ. 5. after the coun- 
fel of his own will, verl. 11. he hath choſen fo 
many of the loſt Poſterity of Adam, and no more; 
who, in the Compact between the Father and 
the Son, in that which is called the Covenant 
of Redemption, are given by the Father to the 


Son, to anſwer for all that offended Juſtice could 


demand of them ; and this fully anſwered and 
accompliſhed to the Father, in their Name and 
Place, in that one Offering, a compleat Sacri- 
fice and Satisfaction to what the Law could 
demand, and that for ever; and therefore theſe, 
and thele only, are ſanctified, and made righ- 
teous through his Righteouſneſs. And as he ſa- 
tisfied Juſtice for tfole, ſo alſo, according to 
that Covenant-tranſaction, according to that 
Decree, all Things are regulate, in Time, Order, 
and Means, for accompliſhing that End. As 
the Salvation of the Elect was the End, ſo all 
Things leading to it, are determined, and pur- 
chaſed ; and ſo alſo Faith, and other Graces for 
the intereſting the Bcliever in the Benefit of the 
Purchaſe; and all this in an inviolable Chain from 
the Decree itſelf, to the full Accompliſhment; 
and all of free Grace, free Grace, all in Chriſt. 
But that he ſatisfied Juſtice for the Sins of ail Men 
in any Shape, is what cannot find Foot in Scrip- 
ture or Realon. They value themſelves much 
in the Monoſyllable //; the which I judge on- 
I” a fair Way to deccive or palliate. If jab 
al 
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hath not ſatisfied for the Sins of all Men, then 
there is no Uſe for theſe wo Letters. Divine 
Inſpiration in the Word, diſcovers an elect, and 
paſſed-by Part of Mankind. That he ſatisfied in 
any Manner for the Reprobate, is {till the Que- 
ition. But by what is ſaid above, any Sa- 
tisfaction we find, is only in Chriſt's Death 
and Suffering: this one Suffering being perfect, 
admits of no Diviſion or Partition; which is e— 
vident from what J have ſaid before. And as 
divine Revelation affords no Ground for it, ra- 
tional Demonſtration cannot make it. That 
which is perfect, both as to the firſt, to the 
Means, and to the End, cannot be ſeparated in- 
to any Part, contrary to the Deſign. The co- 
ming in the Fleſh, dying and ſuffering, fatisfy- 
ing, and reconciling, Sc. inſeparably depend 
one upon another. No rational Demonſtration 
can afford Satisfaction to any, as to what View 


whercon, or what Length or Degree of Satiſ- 


faction is given to Juſtice for the Rejected. 
But, turning a little older, I come to the firſt O- 
riginal of Miſery and Mercy, in their being 


3 diſcov cred, 


Man being made upright, the Fall made him 
miſerable, and his Cale hopeleſs and helpleſs. 
How ſoon did Guile, and Conſcience appear, 


labouring to hide himſelf from his Creator and 


Lord? What carly Blindneſs of Mind, to think 
he could hide himſelf? How great Folly, to 
run away, when it might rather be alledged, 
he thould have returned to his offended Lord, 


and thrown himſelf at his Foot? Behold a Sure; 25 
priſe ! Juſtice and Mercy diſcovered. A genes 


ral Court of Juſtice is called; the like where- 
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of will not again be till the Day of Judgment. 
In this Court, ſew ia Number, yet great and 
many; Man the Oftender is called to the Bar, 
Satan the Pempter is called, and the great and 
ſovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth 3s Judge. 


The Veracity and Juſtice of God could appear 


no way to the poor Criminal, Man, but to ad- 
judge him and his Poſterity to the deſerved 
Puniſhment. O Wonder ! the Sentence is mi- 
tigated, anew Covenant dilcovered of free Grace, 
in the promiſed 7efſrah, that his whole Po- 
ſterity {ould not be left under the ſad Sentence 
due to them; but that of his free Will, in the 
Hirſt. Publ! cation of the Goſpel, he had choſen 
forme of them to Happineſs again, and that in a 
Way agreeable both to Juſtice and Mercy, by 
one Fy ofen out of the Folk, able to pertorm 
the Undertaking : And hereby an eternal and 
ung table Decree diſcovered, which could not 
be thought on, either by Angels or Men, while 
male known in this high Court. And it is e— 
vident by the Decrcet of this Court, that Adam: 
and his Poſterity were divided into two Claſſes, 


The ſeed of the woman, and the ſeed rf the ſerpent. 


It is a received Opinion, that by the Seed of the 
Voman,is meant the promiſed Me ſſiah, in Name 

and Place of the Members of his myſtical Body, 
which in Procets of Time ſhould have a Being 
in ihe World, as given by the Father, and un- 
dertaken for 0e redeemed by the Son; and 

of which he ſays, he had loft none. And, up- 


on this „ the * orld to continue while all theſe 

ſhould be gathered in from the reſt, who are left 
and loſt. 

The Ways and Works of God are as far a- 

| bove 
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bove our Reach, as Heaven from Earth. 
Though I have heard ſome fay, What would 


have become of the World, if there had not 


been an Interpoſition of a Mediator? TI anſwer 
by the Apoſtle Haul, Who art thou that ene „ 


and by one of the greateſt Divines and Caſuiſts 
in his Day *, It is Preſimption in Creatures 
to adventure on what God in his abſolute Power 
might have done. What is revealed, is our Du- 
ty to believe. 

The ſecond Part of the Decreet, is againſt 
the Serpent and his Seed, which is generally ta- 
ken for Reprobation or Preterition of the reſt 
of Adam's Progeny, leaving them under the 
condemning Sentence, and not given to the Son, 
left under the Want of efficacious Grace, which 
he is not bound to give; and wanting Faith, 
and efficacious Grace, they cannot have Intereſt 
in the Death and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. If fo 
many of Adam's Poſterity by this Sentence be 
left in their Sin and Miſery, it cannot be ſaid, 


that Jeſus Chriſt undertook or ſatisfied Tuſtice 
any Way for them. By his abſolute Authority, 


as God, being God-man, he preſerves and go- 
verns the World for bis own Glory, and for 
bringing in his own, yea ſometimes from the 
Bodies of the Wicked, as there be ſome paſſed by 
from the Bodies of Saints. Then if there be 
ſuch a ſtated Enmity by this ſupreme Court, 
ſuffering and ſatisfying for their Sins, which is 
a very diſtinguiſhing Favour, cannot conſiſt 


with this ſtated Enmity. As Thave ſhewn ſome- ' 
thing of my Opinion, (in which I am not a- 
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lone), Scripture ſtill affords me more, yea more 
than What I have Time to write. Satisfaction 
is the Fruit and Conſequent, deſigned, of Chriſt's 
Death and Suffering. For whom Chriſt died, 
for theſe he roſe again, Rom. iv. 25. Whence 
it is clear, that thoſe for whom Chritt died, he 
roſe again for their Juſtification ; which cannot 
be ſaid of all Men. He died for his own Sheep, 
pro ovibus ſuis, John x. 11. For whom Chriſt 
died, they arc reconciled to God, Rom. v. 10. ; 
they have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveneſs of ſms, Eph. i. 7. 1 find it plain, 
that by his blood, by his dying, by his ſuffer- 
ing, and offering himſelf up a ſacrifice, there- 
by ſatisfying Juſtice, made a propitiation, and 
atone ment, are all Expreſſions importing the 
ſame Thing, and inſeparable; and this is the 
eculiar Privilege of the E lect only, and thoſe 
given by the Father; theſe he repreſented, for 
them he died, reconciled, ſanctified, and redeem- 
ed. Conſidering the Decree of Election, and 
Preterition, Acts of God's abſolute Dominion 
and Purpoſe, his own free Will, which is not 
a Rule to us until revealed, and when revealed, 
we are bound to receive and believe it; he has 
diſcovered to us, that he will have mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will, 
he hardencth ; that he loved Jacob, and hated 
Eſau, before they had either Being or Sin; 
this new Way and Scheme will caſily lead 
to make the Decree conditional, which 1s ab- 
ſurd. ä 
LI return again to my good Societies Paper 
at Edinburgh, which is my main Deſign at the 
Time, When the Original came to my Hand, 
| | [ 
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I was ſurpriſed with it, and my Deſign then to 
make it public, I judged would be a ſufficient 
Anſwer; but 1 delayed, while I now find them' * 
appearing more reſolute and public, and o I 
proſecute my former Reſolution. | 

By what of their Paper was mentioned be- 
fore, I obſerve a ſingular and unprecedented 
Liberty by a Commiſſioner from Edinburgh to 
that Mecting, in determining ſuch a ſtrange 
Sentence againſt Voters, (when the Matter by 
Conſent on both Sides was referred to a Vote), 
as a Thing moſt unprecedented ; when every 
Voter has a Liberty to vote, according as his 
Light leads him, and as he ſees Reaſon : But 
not voting according to Mr Wright's Deſign, 
then the Voters determined to have forfeited 
their Right to the Exerciſe of the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. A very ſtrange Sentence ! 
I ſuppoſe, ſurpriſing to the Reader; a deſtroy- 
ing the Liberty of all Courts, and — | 
where every one has Liberty to vote. Howe- 
ver, I think that Gentleman wiſe in his Foreſight, 
to wreſt the Keys of the Kingdom out of their 
| Hand, leſt they had locked the Gates, and ſhut 
him out. We will by and by find unchriſtian 
and ſtrange Epithets fixed upon their Oppoſites. 
At length I give you the Petition, thus directed, 


To the Moderator, and remanent Members of 
the Reformed Preſl ytery, to meet at Brounhill, 
April 9. O. S. 1753. 


The Petition of Alexander Wright, 
Himbly ſheweth, | 
1 whereas your Petitioner is charged 
with ſeveral Commiſſions before the Preſ- 
bytery; 
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bytery : and whereas your Petitioner was ob- 
liged, Yeſtcrnight, in conſequence of a Deci- 
ſion, by a Majority of the Voters of this Preſ- 
bytery, t enter a Proteſtation againſt the 
ame, including, that by this Dced, theſe Voters 
had forfeited their divine Rivht to the Exerciſe 
of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, where- 
by he was precluded from his Right of plead- 
ing the SAM of his different Conſtituents, 
whilſt ſuch Members are ſuſtained Judges: May 
it therefore pleats the Moderator, and remanent 
Members of this Prelbytery, yet in the Oppoſi- 
tion to eh iniquous Deciſion, to take the Pre- 
miſſes voder Conſideration, call the above Vo- 
ters io the Bar, to aecount for their ſaid ini— 
quous Conduct; and, in the mean time, to ſuſ- 
pend them from the preſent Exerciſe of their 
"Office, till proper Cenſure be inflicted, and 
ſuitable Conviction be obtained ; that lo your 
Petitioner may have free Acceſs to plead his 
Cauſe before this Preibytery. And your Petition- 
er ſhall pray, &c. Sic ſubſcribitur, Croſſgates, 
April 9. 1753. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT. 


Here the Reader miglit be ſurpriſed, as if the 
Perſons here ſtruck at, were the moſt notour 
Heretics, or avowed Enemies to T ruth, or 
| wickedly profane. But I hope, by what is ſaid 
above, the Reader will be more charitable to 
them. 

Here I obſerved a moſt dictatorial Petition, 
in giving Inſtruction and Direction to thoſe he 
applied to, not oniy in giving a condemnatory 
Sentence of Suſpenſion, but to exclude _ 
rom 


2 
from their Meeting as Kani and offenſive 
Members; and ſo purge their Meeting from un- 
clean Perſons, that he might have a clean and 
purged Meeting to treat with, and that alſo in 
order for ſuſpending them, or what other Cen- 
ſure. might be inflicted, when called to their 
Bar: And ſo theſe Voters muſt lie at their Mer- 
cy. I refer the Reader to think on this. And 
what their Sentence or Cenſure may be, can be 
calily gueſſed by the following. 

Now follows his Conſtituents Approbation 
of his admirable Conduct, with Reaſons for the 
ſame, thus. | 
© Which Conduct of his, after hearing the 
Return of his Commiſſion, we have appro- 
ven and adopted both as our own; and ſo 
have exonered our ſaid Commiſſioner. And. 
we humbly conccive, our Conduct herein 1s 
not only juſtifiable, but honourable, upon 
theſe Grounds, viz. The Propoſition con- 
«& demned, is almoſt the fame Expreſſions, at 
&« leaſt convertible Terms, with the. Words of 
« the Holy Ghoſt, Zeb. and 2 Cor? v. 21.7 

The Tex: Heb. is left blank. The other, 2 
Cor. v. 21. I could not but obſerve a Gloſs 
thereupon, differing from ſound Divines :* Nei- 
ther do I find any Commentator on that Text, 
draw that diſagreeable Senſe from it, but ſhew 
their Gloſs upon it as agreeable both to Text 
and Context, as deſtroys their Opinion, and 
vindicates the facred Text from their unjuſt 
Gloſs. Only I was not a little ſtunned, by what 
they can intend by convertible Terms. Con- 
vert is turning any thing to what or where it 
was not before; coomwvertible is a Poſſibility of 

| turning 
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turning any thing to what Shape, Form, or any 
thing elſe, at the Pleaſure of another. If this 
Liberty or Power be granted, either in ſacred 


or common Speech, then nothing can be cer- 


tain, but referred to the Pleaſure of any to turn 
it what Way they incline. If they have found 
out a new Theologo- philoſopher Stone of Con- 
vertibility, the World ſhall ſoon turn to a Car- 
teſian Uncertainty, or Pyrrhonian Fluctuation; 
but if they could find it out alſo in Minerals, as 
in Terms, they would do Service to the World. 
And I find this ſacred Text run the Fate of this 
Opinion. So I return to this Text by the in- 


ſpired Apoſtle Paul, who uſed no ſuch danger- 


ous Way of ſpeaking. And I obſerve, if any 


ſhall ſeriouſly and impartially conſider Text 


and Context, they will not be of their Opinion. 
View the Introduction to this Epiſtle, and it is 


directed to the Church and Saints, or at large, 


to all who had received and profeſſed the Go- 
ſpel-do&trine ; but chiefly aimed at the Believers 
among them, deſigned Saints. And it is ob- 
ſervable, as ordinary with the Apoſtles, to in- 
troduce their Epiſtles, under that Denomination, 
though there might be Hypocrites and Unbe- 
lievers among them; yet as a Heap of Corn in 
a Barn is called a Heap of Corn, though there 


may a third Part or more of it be Chatt; ſo 


the Churches are deſigned from the better 
Part. And for their Comfort, he thews in verſ. 
19. of this Chapter, that God was in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world to himſelf. I hall only, 
at the Time, ſhew Mr Rutherford's Glols on 


it, viz, That from the eternal Purpole of God, 


the Sins of the Ele& were removed in and by 
| Chriſt; 
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Chriſt; as is evident alſo from Eph. i. 4. the 
Salvation of the Elect, not the World in Bulk, 
is ſecured. In verf. 20. he ſhews the outward 
Goſpel-means, by Ambaſſadors in Chriſt's Name 
and Authority, for bringing the Elect to par- 
take of the Benefit ; and by Faith in this Goſpel- 
racthod, appropriating this Saviour and Salva- 
tion. And for their further Encouragement, 
verſ. 21. he perſonates and imbodies himſelf 
with Believers, in the Pronouns us and we, 
I hope none will be ſo bold, as that Paul by 
theſe includes the whole World, Elect and Re- 
probate. The Apoſtles, for encouraging Be- 
lievers, imbody themſelves with them; and ſo 
in the laſt Verſe he ſhews the only Way of Salva- 
tion to him and them, by eſs Chrif? becoming 
fin for them; as elſewhere, by his ſuffering, the 
juſt for the unjuſt. And ſo for whole Sins ſoever; 
in the firſt Part of this Verſe, he undertakes to 
anſwer Juſtice, theſe infallibly, in the ſecond 
Part of the Verſe, are made righteous through 
his Righteouſneſs. And as in the firſt Part of 
the Verſe, he did not undertake for all Men, 
ſo only a ſele& Part choſen are ſaved. This 
Verſe cannot be divided; for the firſt and latter 
Part of it are infeparable : The Connection is 
plain and undeniable, and agreeable to the Scope, 
and the Apoſtle's Prayer to be reconciled to God. 
In this Verſe is the Wa ay of Reconciliation to 
theſe Corinthians and other Believers. And it 
is plain, with this infpired Apoſtle, that per- 
ſonacing others is no ſtran ge Thing; 1 Cor. xv. 
51. Ve (hall not all ſleep, we ſhall be changed. 
So 1 The]. iv. 1 5. 17. lie which are alive, Sc. 
It is not probable he had Thoughts to live 
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to the Day of Judgment, but perſonates thoſe 


who ſhould be alive at the Reſurrection. So 
in this laſt Verſe he perſonstes Believers only. 
But a ſhort Anſwer may ſuffice to theſe in any 
thing they think fit by their convertible Terms. 
But I deſign not to follow them in their Con- 
yertibility. If they pleaſe, they may view Mr 
Durham ſpeaking of this ſame Text. He ſays, 
in his Com. on Rev. pag. 213. © that he became 
&« ſin for us ———whictr ſheweth, that his End 
in becoming Sin for any, was, to have them 
* actually freed from the ſame.” Which ſhews 
he has a different View from thir new Caſuiſts. 
But now, ſpeaking of Mr Durham, I find elſe- 
where he is vaſtly miſtaken and miſrepreſented, 
as Cited to prove univerſal Satisfaction, or dy- 
ing for the Sins of all Men, in pag. 145. ; where 


he is ſpeaking of the Believer by Faith applying, 


and by Faith getting an Intereſt in the Payment 
of Debt by a Surety ; but is not there ſpeaking 
of the Objects of the Payment. It cannot an- 
{wer their Deſign, unleſs all Men by Faith do 
plead, or actually do get an Intereſt in that 
Payment. But if they had diſcreetly dealt with 
Mr Durham, they would either have cited him, 
as to his Opinion, in pag. 205. 206. and for- 
ward, (to which I refer the Reader), and they 
will find this Opinion flatly oppoſed. But their 
late Print is not at preſent in my View. I re- 
turn to the Paper again. F Fe 
They ſay, © It is a manifeſt impugning the 

“ Scripture of Truth, and giving God the Lye, 
“ and alſo an unhinging the Goſpel from the 
« Foundation.” Anſ. An unaccountable and falſe 
Charge, the oppolite Party to them 3 
7 NS | the 
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the contrary. And here I obſerve, the Charge, 
impugning the Scripture of Truth, implies im- 
pugning the whole Word of God; as the Word 
is general, Search the ſcripture ; and all ſcrip- 
ture is given by divine inſpiration, ſo this 
Charge implies the whole. The next, giving 
God the Lye, is moſt abominable, unbecoming 
any Chriſtian to expreſs. Unhinging the Goſpel, 
is a plain Lye. Next, they ſay, © It is a Pro- 
* polition no orthodox Church or Divine ever 
condemned.“ To this I ſay, that perhaps with 
them no Divine is orthodox but, themſelves, |: 
and ſuck who fay as they ſay. But I offer them - 

three unexceptionable Witneſſes to the contra- ! 

ry, viz, Meſſ. Durham, Dickſon, and Ruther- 
ford, which is ſufficient for Witneſs. Next, 
they ſay, © We conceive this Deciſion is ever- | 

«© {ive of the whole covenanted Cauſe of the | 

7 Church of Scotland in its Foundation on evan- | 

« gelical Principles: For if our Lord Jeſus 

* Chriſt in the Extent of his Death as an of- 

& ficial Saviour be refuſed and rejected, conſe- r 

« quently he is rejected in his kingly- Office, 

" kenn that is founded in his Death. Hence, 72. 

c as a Lawgiver to Nations and Magiſtrates, 

* he is refuſed; and his Scripture as a compleat 

6 Rule of Government, civil and eccleſiaſtic, 

: « is rejected: And ſo our Caule is yielded to 


* Deiſts and Seceders.” Next, © It is injuri- 5 
e * ous to Mr Fraſer and us, with all ſuch as ad- if 
b © hereto that Truth; and fo is an Act of Ty- i 
e “ ranny, and a Breach of the Ninth Command. > 
e & By all which we cannot indeed avoid the 1 
8 «© Concluſion, viz. That theſe Voters of the | 


« Condemnation of that Propoſition, had ſtruck | 1 
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te at the Conſtitution of the Preſbytery by that 
& Deciſion, and thereby reſcinded their own. 
5 Title to the preſent Exerciſe of the Keys, 
« and juſtly become the Object of Church-cen- 
5 ure, according to the Terms of our Com- 
© miſſioner's Petition.“ 

obſerve here again a Repetition of their un- 
chriſtian and uncharitable Corfequences and 
Determinations ; and that they fight with their 
own Shadow, none of the other = ty refuſing 
or rejecting jeſus Chriſt as an official Saviour. 
He is ſo offered in the Goſpel to all Hear ers in- 


_ deft: Mey. to be the only Saviour, and no Name 


elſc under Heaven by which we can be ſaved. 
But that he died and ſatisfied Juſtice for the Sins 
of all Men, they allow not. What Injury is done 
to Mr Fraſer and them, I ſce not. When I and 
others find by Scripture dyly pondered and 
underſtood, and by the Opinion of ortnodox 
Divines, and by the reformed Church of Scot- 
land, that Jeſus Chriſt undertook and ſatisfied 


Tuſtice for the Elect only, there we fix. That 


the Oppoſers of the Propoſition, evert the whole 
of the Covenanted Cauſe——the contrary of this 
is evident to any unbiaſſed Beholder. They 
have on all Occaſions affirmed and teſtified their 
Adherence to a Covenanted Reformation in Doc- 
trine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government. 
They juſtly abhor and reject the Charge of re- 
jecting the Mediator in his Character and his 
Offices. The contrary of this they have ſtill own- 
ed, and do own, and believe Salvation only to 
be found in and by Jeſus Chriſt ; and profeſs their 
Faith in him, as King, Prieſt, and Prophet. 
That Jeſus Chriſt, in the Merit of his Death, is 
| an 


2 


an official Saviour in the Golpel-offer, and there 


held forth in his Word and Golpel-ſound, a 
compleat Saviour, and Sinners thereby indefi- | 
nitely called to embrace and accept this Saviour, 
is what we own: But that he died and ſatisfied 
Juſtice indefinitely for all, is what they juſtly 
refuſe. That the Scripture is a compleat Rule, 
we own, and repel your Charge as a Lye. That 
their Oppoſites are guilty of Acts of Tyranny, 


they refuſe. What they intend by Breach of 


the Ninth Command, I know not. But I am 


ſure the Reader may ſee them gut ity. * And, to 


complete their bad Temper, they diarge their 
Oppoſites with ſiding with Deiſts and Seceders. 
Here J obſerve, that the impugning of Scripture, 
indeed makes a Deiſt; to belye God, and e- 
vert the Foundation of Religion, makes an A- 
theiſt. Where will they land? Only to make 
a little Mitigation, they allow us ſome better 
Company—the Seceders, 'wao, I am ſure, are 
neither Atheiſts nor Deiſts, but Perſons who 
believe and receive the Fundamentals of Reli- 
gion, and that Chriſt died for the Elect, and 
believe the Truths of God as revealed in his 
Word. But I turn to their Paper again. 
They ſay, © However, after that divine Pro- 
“ vidence, in a Way of Sovereignty, did that 
« for the Preſbytery that they were not willing 
& to do for themſelves, viz. that the de elinquent 
«© Members ſhould of their own Choice make 
6“ a Seceſſion from che Preibytery, though they 
were a Plurality, thereby le aving them con- 
& feſſedly in Polio of the Keys.” 
Here I obſerve a wrong Repreſentation, and 
ſhew not the Matter as it ſtood. A Vote by 
1 


9 
30 
both Parties was agreed to 4 but when paſſed, 
Alexander Wright gave in his Proteſt, which the 
Reader has ſeen before; next Day, Mr Hall 
gave in his Proteſt; and, after this, Al. 7 
gave in the Petition as above. All this was done 
before Mr Mac junior gave any Proteſt. 
When he had ſeen or heard both Proteſts, and 
the Petition, and found the other Party bent to 
exclude and cenſure them, this was the Occaſi- 


on of his entering a Proteſt ; which was neither 


in his View, nor Inclination, till he ſaw ſuch 
a Call to it. J obſerve by this Part of their 
Paper an Inconſiſtency, that the delinquent 
Members of their own Choice made a Seceſſion. 
The Reader doth fee, by their own Paper, that 
they were excluded, and declared incapable of 
the Exerciſe of the Keys, to be ſuſpended, and 

made ſubject to further Cenſure, and that their 
Mecting was impure, till they were purged 
out. If this be not a ſeparating from, and caſt- 
ing out thoſe who were againſt the Propoſition, 
I know not what will. So they impoſe on the 
World, and lay the blame on others, whereof 
they themſelves were guilty. And further, to 
evidence their caſting off and ſeparating from 
the Oppoſers of the Propoſition, in a Cauſe of 
a Faſt which they obſerved at Edinburgh ſome 
time after, t 
was not Truth in ittelf, 7:7z. That the other 


Party were impoſing Things erroneous or in- 


different upon them, arbitrarily 132 
the Propoſition, and thereby denying the Suf- 
ficiency of the Death of Chriſt. And I ſay 
againſt them, that this was, in the Sight of 


God and Men, an Untruth. This may come 
| to 
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begin that Cauſe with what 


5 
to further Light 43 A third Evidence of 
their ſeparating from thoſe againſt the Pro- 
poſition, to my own View. Mr E. Innes being 
to preach ſome eight Miles South from Edin- 


burgh, thoſe againſt the Propoſition who lived 


in the Bounds, unwilling to begin a Sepa- 
ration, went and heard Mr Ines. Sabbath 
immediately after he preached about three 
Miles South from Edinburgh; where alſo thoſe 
in the Bounds attended the public Ordinances ; 
there alſo were moſt of the Society in Edinburgh 
attending. But Sabbath next again, in the ſame 
Place, Mr Mac junior preached, and that 
Society in Edinburgh moſtly abſented. I hope 
by this the Reader will ſee, that they were the 


| Perſons that began and carried on a Separation, 


yea to that Degree, as by Writ to rebuke ſome 
for hearing Mr Mac as unſound ; though 


they have the Impudence to charge a Separa- 


tion on the other Party, while it 1s plain they 
were both Authors and Actors themſelves, But 
I come to their Paper again. 
% We were ſtill willing to take every ſaluta- 
&* ry and orderly Method to keep Peace among 
« ourſelves, and to do what lay in our Power 
&« to prevent our Brethren from ruſhing and 
* breaking on the ſame Rock on which theſe 
Members of Preſbytery had ſplit : Therefore. 
« and for that End, we appointed Commifſion- 
ers to attend the correſpondent Meeting at 
* Pentland as uſual. But ſo far had the ſame 
« Spirit of Error and Confuſion poſſeſſed ſome 
* of our Brethren in that Society, that they 
* had taken the ſame Courſe with the ſeceding 
Members of the Preibytery, by refuſing to 
Re * conſtitute 
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on a Monday, and the Day before Mr Mac 


pa : 


| . 855 32 | | 
& conſtitute with us in a @orreſpondent Society, 
& though in a Way of friendly Conference 


& with them, and Mr Mac 
«© not only had nothing to object againſt our 
&« Principles in Defence of the Propoſition con- 
«© demned, but they really again and again de- 
& clared their Satisfaction with our Sentiments, 
& as ſeriptural and orthodox; concede the 
c whole of their own Principles oppoſite there- 


© to. Yet ſo dreadfully bewildered in a Labyrinth 


& of judicial Blindneſs and Obſtinacy againſt 


cc the Truth, as expreſſed in Scripture-terms, 


ec that, notwithſtanding, they chuſe to range 


cc themſelyes in a Way of Separation from the 


& catholic Church on this Head, under a diſ- 
* played Banner of a judicial condemnatory 
& Deciſion againſt the Truth. By all which it 
cc js manifeſt, that they are not only Law-con- 
& demned, but confeſſedly ſelf- condemned; by 
cc which we are juſtified both in our Cauſe and in 
cc our Conduct, our Enemies themſelves being 
e es. | 

Reader, here I was Eye and Ear Witneſs. 
There is only one Thing true in all this dread- 
ful Scroll, viz. that the Meeting refuſed to meet 
with them as formerly. You have ſeen above, 
what Sentences, Cenſures, and ſeparating Mo- 
thods they had uſed formerly. This Meeting was 


7 


junior was preaching, and that Society ſeparated 
from public Ordinances, and fo put themſelves | 
in a practical Separation from them. Monday, 
when they came, they were told, Since Yeſter- 
day, and before, they had ſeparate themſelves 


from them, and condemned them, they could 
| | not 


n junior. They 


( 3 # ; 
not expect that they would unite with them in 
that joint Way as formerly, now when they 


had ſeparated themſelves; but ſince they were 


here, they were willing for a fr iendly Conver- 


ſation with them. The Subject of their Con- 


verſe that Day, in brief, was, anent the infinite 
Value and Sufficiency of Chriſt's Death ; of the 
Grace of Faith in receiving; of the World's 
being continued for the Glory of God; and to 
have ſome of the Elect from the Bodies of Un- 
believers, as allo of the Reprobate from the 
Bodies of Believers. This was the Sum of fe- 
veral Hours Converſe, and to which, as thus 
expreſſed, both Parties agreed. Upon which, 
ſome preſent (ſince there was an Agreement in 
theſe Things on both Sides) ſaid, They thought 
both Partics might be reconciled, and the Dif- 
ference removed. Upon this one advanced, 
and ſaid, They were very willing, and propoſed 
that there might be a Paper of Agreement drawn 
up, in intelligible Expreiſions and Words, which 
might ſatisfy both Parties. Upon this, A. N 
anſwered, In no other or better Expreſſions or 
Words chan thoſe of Mr Fraſer ; which being 
the very Hinge of the Debate, Converſation 
broke up, and both Parties were where they be- 
gan. I can aſſure the Reader of this Truth, 
and can produce ſeveral Witneſſes of this. 
Here I could not but obſerve an Inconſiſtency, 
to call any Yrethren againſt whom they had de- 
nounced luch fad Sentences ; and alſo admire 
their mott unaccountable Liberty, in jaying they 
found them in Error and Confuſion, when thoſe 
in the Meeting were in the {ame Principle and 
Temper as formerly. Reader, here you find a 
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3 
Rapſody of Lyes and Reproaches againſt others, 


in aſſerting manifeſt Untruths againſt them, 


dooming them with heavy and unjuſt Sentences, 
of judicial Blindneſs and Obſtinacy, Law and 
ſelf condemned, out of the catholic Church, 
and conſequently among the moſt abandoned of 
Mankind, in Principle and Practice, and among 
Damned and Devils. I thall put a ſtop to my 


Pen and Inclination, to anſwer them in a Dia- 


lect they deſerve. At the firſt Sight of this 
Paper, a Letter was ſent to them in Words 
tart enough ; but I find not any on the oppolite 
to have ſuch terrible Epithets or Sentences a- 
gainſt them, but as Chriſtians, they hope bet- 
ter Things of ſome of them, though they thus 
ſpeak and write. But being wearied with ſuch 
Stuff, I come to their Concluſion ; where they 
ſay, 

fe Upon the whole, the Deſign of this open 
c and tree Narrative of Facts, and Declaration 
* of our Minds, is not to ſolicite a Party amongſt 
« you, but that you may avoid the Rocks you 
&« ſee others fplit upon, by precipitantly ruſh- 
ing upon a Separation, before you duly pon- 
&« der and examine the Merits of the Cauſe, 
& calmly and deliberately debate the ſame a- 
«© mong ourſelves through the different Societies 
&« of the whole Community, and take Time for 
ce that Effect. And for that End, we would 
*© humbly propoſe to give Copies of our Prin- 
% ciples, upon thele Heads of Doctrine, to be 
* under Conſideration of the different Corre— 
« ſpondencies, upon the Footing of a cove- 
“ nanted Cauſe of the Church of Scotland, as 


founded upon n ö or elſe 
that 


ha 
the 
in 

Tit 
liv, 
AS 

the 


per 
rin; 
the 
and 


ſtur 


er, 


ee that after diroughty e one anothers 
 & Sentiments, we may divide upon known 

„ Differences in Judgment, in an orderly Way. 
& And if you ſhall proceed in another Way, or 


cc as the Correſpondencies of Lothian and Twed- 


© dale have done, then we take God and your 
« own Conſciences to Witneſs, that we have 
* uſed due Means to prevent the Breach, and 
* alſo to inſtruct the Ignorant, and reſtore 
« Wanderers from the Paths of Error, and 
*© to remove the Prejudices of the Miſinformed. 
And we conceive, be the Conſequences what 
will, we may with the Apoſtle, in the like 
8 Caſe, declare we are free of your Blood. 
« That the Lord may direct your Choice, and 


* over-rule your Counſels, is the Prayer or - 


« your Brethren, &c.”. 
By our Appointment, ſigned by our Praſes 


pro tempore, 
ROBERT MacMicHaAr. 


I am now come to ſuch a ſtrange End, as J 
had a melancholy Beginning. I obſerve here 
the moſt unaccountable and greateſt Arrogance 
in a private Society, to uſurp an equal Autho- 
rity to any inſpired Prophet or Apoſtle, to de- 
liver their Doctrine to the ſeveral Societies, 
as a certain Rule to them, only they allow 
them to reaſon upon them, in ſuch a Pa— 
per of Principles, and that under ſuch a da- 
ring and dangerous Penalty, if they receive 
them not, their Blood to be on their own Head, 
and they free of their Blood. It cannot but 
ſtun and ſurpriſe any rational or thinking Read- 


er, to ſee them ape a papal or jeſuitical Me- 


E:2 | thos 


F 
thod upon Rationals, to receive their Dictates 
in Religion, and Matters of Faith, or run the 
Hazard of an Inquiſition, and direful Sentence; 
as they have ſo far already done with ſuch as 
cannot agree with their Sentiments, deſigning 
them, (in Matter), as Everters of all Religion, 
Deiſts, Atheiſts (in Subſtance), and what not; 
(and while ſuch) certainly damned. They can- 
not make it worſe, if they keep up their 
Hands : and others may expect the ſame Fate, 
unleſs they receive their Doctrine, and after a 
while they may ule a little more Formality. 
I retcr this to the Reader's Thought, 

Not the Want of Matter, and Ground of 
many Obſervations upon their Way, but the 
Want of Time and Patience, makes me weary. 
Only a little Patience more, and conclude. The 
Reader has ſeen the Opinion of thoſe oppolite 
to the Propolition, on ſcriptural Ground, the 
Standard of Doctrine received and authoriſed in 
this Church, the Opinion of ſound Divines, a- 
nent the Sufficiency in the Death and Suffer- 
ings of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Objects or Perſons 
for whom he ſatisfied divine Juſtice. The Party 
for the Propoſition, ſaying, Chriſt died indefinite- 
ly for all Men; and that it cannot be ſaid, that 
he died for the Elect only, but for others alſo; 
and, according to the Propoſition, that he ſa- 
tisfied Juſtice tor the Sins of all Men: as the 
Reader has ſeen above, and; it is probable after 
this may ſee more. Here the Reader may ob? 
ſerve, as any may do, how: they come to ad- 
vance ſuch ſtrange and unaccountable N 
Expreſſions, and (I may ſay) A ſſertions A 
their Oppoſites; if it be not found in t 


een 


7 
Method, by 3 Terms into what they 
incline; as may be alledged in a Converſation 
at Pentland, where their Oppoſites openly ſhew- 
ed their Opinion anent the infinite Valve and 
| Sufficiency of that Death and Suffering; where- 
by they draw, that they yield to their Princi- 
ple of Chriſt's ſatisfying for all Men. But I hope 
a rational and thinking Reader will fee and ſay, 
that they very far wrong their Oppoſites, when 
no ſuch Thing can be inferred. Here they 
break a common received Rule in arguing, viz. 
No Defender 1s allowed to draw any Inference 
or Concluſion that he knows is oppoſite to the 
Oppoſer's known Opinion. Next, all Conclu— 
ſions and Inferences by the Defendent againſt 
the Opponent, falls in the Courſe of Aſſertions 
by the Defendent. So how they will juſtify 
theſe Things againſt the Oppoſers of the Pro- 
poſition, I refer to thinking Perſons. But 
ſome may think it ſafe, that they have not an 
equal Power to their Temper. How eafily 
may they draw any who oppoſe them under 
capital Crimes, or damnable Hereſies, as too 
much of this is ſeen in their Paper ? But, dat 
Deus immiti cornua curta boi, an ill- willy Cow 
may have ſhort Horns. If they gueſs at the Wri- 


ter, ex #ngue leomm, he is reſolved neither to 
make or meddle with, neither to regard what 


they have.ſaid, do ſay, or may ſay, till they 
ſhew more af a Chriſtian, rational, or mannerly 
| Diſpokition. 

I hope there be many ſerious Perſons in and 
about #Zdinburgh not of their Opinion; leaſt any, 
as (if nat more) honeſt than themſelves, ſhould 


be miſtaken for them, if need be, their Names, 
and 
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38 
and ordinary Deſignations, may afterward be 
ſhown. 

If any Thing in this be diſagreeable in Dic- 
tion, or otherwiſe, know it is writ by a Country 
not a Clergy Man; and fo farewel for this 
Time. 


E © 


Novem. 15. N. 8. 


7 


RTI N T. 


N Extract, by way of Livel or Accuſation, 
taken Fom the ſaid Edinburgh, Paper, of 


Calumnies, Lyes, and Slanders, was ſigned by 


the Giver, and delivered to one of their Mini- 
ſters, to be ſhewed to the reſt, at a Mecting 
they then had at Edinbrureh, expccting the Ac- 
cuſed of thoſe Things ſhould either have been 


exculpate, or Satis faction to the offended given 


by thoſe of ſuperior Order: But overlooked, 
and the Perſons charged guilty allowed in their 
Meeting as Members and Votegs, againſt all 
Law and Practice, whereby others cannot e— 
ſcape being judged Approvers off the fame, or, 
at leaſt, Connivers at ſuck Calumnies, &c. This, 
at more length, may be diſcovered afterward, 
and made better known. | 


An Account of ſome of the laſt Words of the Re- 
verend Mr John MacMillan, on hs Death- 


bed, November= 


1753s 


CanDipD READER, 


Ince the above Paper was given out for pu- 
blic View, the reverend and pious old 
Mr J. ac Millan, by Death, had his Pats from 
this Valley of Miſery to a perfect State and 
Place of 1 on the iſt Day of Decem- 
ber, N. 8. 

The laſt Words of dying Perſons, when in 
a ſedate Frame, are ordinarily reckoned of 
great Weight. 

I am not to give a Hiſtory of his Life and 
Deſcent, only to ſhew his being unite to the 
Societies he has been Paſtor to for a long Time, 
In Augu, 1706, ſeverals from thcle Societies 
and he converſed together, and came to a good 
UngerRandng with other. About the latter 
End of Celober that Year, they karmonioufly 
agreed in the Matter of J eſtimony, aud then 
ligned a Call to him, which he received : And, 
on the ſecond Day of December 1706, made 
his firſt public Appearance at Caufrd- Jen, 
before a numerous Audience, to the S 
tion of all, and to the Comfort and joy of ma- 
ny. 

. Days before bis Exit, he was very 
ſenſible and full Comfort, longing (with Sub- 


miſſion) for his happy Change. He was attend- 
cd 
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ed and viſited by Friends near to him, and ſome 
at a farther Diſtance were expreſsly ſent for. 
His now crazy Body and failing Tabernacle, 
could not ſupply him with Organs ſuitable to 
ſuch a vigorous Soul, but was obliged after 
ſpeaking ſome Time to reſt a while. Being 
aſked his Opinion anent a new printed Paper, 
he told, that as to the narrative Part of it, e- 


| ſpecially what related to himſelf, he was not 


only miſrepreſented, but notorious Falſchoods 
charged upon him, and had attempred to black- 


en his Character and Name, and ſully his Re- 


putation, now when he was going off the Stage; 


but his Witneſs was in Heaven how unjuſtly he 


was reproached, but believed God in his own 
Time would bring forth his Righteouſneſs as 
Light, &c. But he heartily and freely forgave 
Meſſ. 7. H/, H. hi—s, A. t, what they 


had done againſt him, by Word, Writ, or 


Print; but what Injury they had done to Truth, 
he referred to the God of Truth : And leaves 
his Teſtimony againſt univerſal Satisfaction. 
Being further atked, when now dying, what 
he thought of the Way he had profeſſed, and 
the Cauſe he had eſpouſed, for the greateſt Part 
of his Life, in Oppoſition to Defection, either 
in Church, State, or general Practice; he an- 


ſwered, he was fully perſuaded of the Equity 


of the covenanted Cauſe, and the Work of Re- 
formation carried on from 1638 to 1649, and 
ſolemnly ſworn to by theſe Nations, to which 
he endeavoured, though through many Imper- 
fections and Failings, to teſtify his Adherence, 


and to witneſs againtt all Pefections from, or 


Oppoition to, that covenanted Cauſe, or bury- 


ing 


r 


419 | 
ing it in the Rubbid, of Oblivion, Defection, or 
Apoſtaly ; and any thing elſe againſt Chriſt's 
Cauſe and Intereſt, by Encroachments made 
upon the Crown and royal Prerogatives of the 
glorious Head of the Church. He was fully 
convinced it was the Lord's Work and Cauſe, 


which he had many Times ſignally manifeſted, 


by remarkable Appearance for the ſame. And 
died in the firm Faith off it, that the Lord would 
yet own that Cauſe, and raiſe it again from all 
the Rubbith laid upon it by. Apoſtaſy and De- 
fection; though, he ſaid, he thought the Lord 
would firſt come in a Way of Judgment againſt 
the Nations, that even the Lord's own People 
need not expect to eſegpe a very ſharp Trial 
for their Indifferency, ind Lukewarmneſs in 
the Matters of his Glory and Intereſt, and ſin- 
ful Compliance with Enemies. He farther ad- 
ded, that, were he to begin his Life again, he 
durſt not counteract what he had done, in bearing 
Teſtimony for theſe precious Truths that had 
been ſealed by the Blood of a noble Cloud of 
Witneſſes, but would judge it his Duty to act 
the ſame Part again, abſtracting from his Weak- 
neſſes and Infirmities: And exhorted all about 
him to ſtand faſt to that Cauſe; for that although 
by Defection and Death they were but few 
now to appear for it, yet, as he was aſſured it 
was the Way of the Lord, ſo he would yet ap- 
pear for, and raiſe up Inſtruments for main- 
taining Truth. Much he ſpoke to this Purpoſe, 
two Days before his Departure, though his 
Strength was much exhauſted, and oft faintiſh 
through Weakneſs of Body. „ 
On the Friday immediately before his Death, 
85 F being 
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being aſked, what Views he had of his own Sal- 
vation, and if Death was terrible to him, he re- 
plied, that Death was ſo far from being terrible to 
him, that it was his longing Deſire to be abſent 
from the Body, and preſent with the Lord. And 
here he broke out into a Rapture, in Commen- 
dation of the Riches of free Grace, and ſpoke 
much of the Sweetneſs of Communion with the 
Lord, which, he ſaid, his Soul had many Times 
remarkably experienced, as in other Duties, 
ſo particulacly in Meditation, and Prayer, to 
which he had been much accuſtomed, and that 
from his Infancy, the Lord having begun a 
Work of Grace very early on his Soul; and 
ſaid, that when he was but very young he had 
eſſayed giving himſelf away by ſolemn Covenant 
unto the Lord: Which Duty, as he had oft 
practiſed it, ſo the Lord always bleſſed it to him 
for his Increaſe in Grace, and ſtrengthening in 
Holineſs. And thus went through much of the 
Tract of his Life, recounting. the Way of the 
Lord's dealing with his Soul. But pity, much 
has eſcaped the Memory of thoſe who were 
preſent. He continued to notice many of the 
Promiſes which the Lord had many Times 
made moſt refreſhing and comfortable to him, 
through his wandering Life, in the midſt of 
Dejection and Down-caſting ; ſuch as /. xli. 10. 
Fear thou not, far I am with thee be not diſ- 
mayed, for I am thy Cod. Is. Xlitl. 25. I, even 
1 am he that bloitcth out thy tr anſgreſſians for 
mine un ſake, &c. Pal. Ixxiii. 24. For thou 
ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, &c. 2 Cor. Xii. 9. 
My grace is ſufficient for thee. Theſe, with many 
other precious Promiſes, he repeated, with 4 - 
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fured Confidence of ther full Accompliſhment 
to himſelf: And this was on the Friday Night. 
And after he had ſpoke long and moſt comfort- 
ably, with a rejoicing Spirit, of the Lord's Lo- 
ving-kindneſs to him, he was obliged to halt 
ſome Time, through Weakneis; and, having 


informed where they ſhould ting, and read, 


deſired one to go about religious Worſhip. 
Which when done, he ſaid, with a ſmiling Coun- 
tenance, Now again the Lord has been ſealing 
to my Soul, by his Spirit, all thoſe Promiſes that 
I ſpoke of to you, has confirmed them to me, 
and aſſured me, that in a little I ſhail obtain the 
full Poſſeſſion of them, and receive a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs from the righteous Lord. Some 
Friends being preſent, he deſired again they 
might go about Duty, and come cloſe to the 


Bed. ſide, that he might hear, and fo join with 
them; for, ſaid he, I think I am faſt going, 
and this will be the laſt Night that I will join 
with you upon Earth, in ſerving the Lord; and 


ſo deſired to ſing the firſt five Verſes of the ciii. 
Pſalm ; for, ſaid he, my Soul rejoiceth in the 


Lord God of my Salvation; then ordered the 


tenth Chapter of J%nu's Goſpel to be read; 
and repeating the 27th and 28th Verſes of this 
Chapter, with Application to himſelf, My ſheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol- 
low me. And I give unto them eternal life, 
&c. And when going about Prayer, he deſired 
that they might all bleſs the Lord for his Good- 


neſs toward him, and pray that he might have 


a quick and ſpeedy Paſſage over the laſt Jordan 
into Inmunuel's Land; further ſaid, O pray 
that the Devil may be confounded, and pre- 
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: liel in bis Deſigus, for I know. I ſhall yet 
| have an Attack from him. In qnſwer to which, 


it was ſaid, that he muſt now firmly truſt in 
the Lord the Captain of his Salvation, who 
would for the Glory of his own great Name 
give him a compleat Victory; and he ſaid, So 
I believe: And then deſired to ſing in the Be- 
ginning of the xci. P/alm, and to read the firſt 
Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle of Peter. And Pray- 

er being ended, he inquired where that Word 
was, Tea mine 0wn God is he; and being told 
it was the laſt Line of the XIIi. Pluim in 
Metre, he cauſed the Verſe to be read, ard ſaid, 
Yes, I know, and am aliured of it, Yea mine 
6wn God is he. Then complained, he had no 
feeling in the little Finger of che left Hand. 
Another went to perform Worſhip, and he or— 
dered to ling in the xci. ſulm to the j oth Verte ; 


and cauſed read the four laſt Verſes of the xcii. 


P/alm. After Prayer was over, being now paſt 


Midnight, he ſaid, he thought he had no feeling 


in the left Hand, fo fully ſenſible was he of 
Life — from the Extremities of his Bo- 
dy. Upon which, it being ſaid to him, that as 
he had been deſirous of his Departure, and to 


| be ever with the Lord, fo;it ſeemed to be evi- 


dent, that the Time of bis Change was at Hand, 


| Whereupon he chearfully replied, that he could 


welcome the King of Terrors, as a Meſſenger 
ſent from his heavenly Father, to bring him to 
the Manſions of Glory; and added, Lord, 7 
kave waited for ily Sulvaiion. Thus did his 
Soul continue to magnify the Lord to the laſt ; 

and when his natural Strength failed, that he 


could ſcarce ſpeak abi, yet his Spirit re- 
joiced 


(48: 17 
joiced in God his Saviour. The laſt Words © 


which he was heard to ſpeak, within a few Mi- 
nutes of his laſt Breath, were, My Lord, my 
God, my Redeemer, yea mine own God is he. 
And the few Minutes remaining after he ceaſed 
ſpeaking, he was obſerved to be in a praying 
and praiſing Diſpoſition. And after he ha 
fully finiſhed his Courſe, with a pleaſant Coun- 
tenance, his Eyes lifted up, and his right Hand a 
little raiſed up to Heaven, he willingly reſigned up 
his Soul to his beloved and faithful Saviour, 1n 
that full Faith and firm Perſuaſion, that with 
his Eyes he ſhould ſce his Redeemer, and not 
another for him. 

Thus comfortably and Joy fully he refigned 


his Soul to God, in the eighty-fourth Vear of 


his Age, on Saturday, the 20th Day of Novem- 
ber, G. S. 1752. with good Reaſon to ſurviving 
Friends and Relations, to conclude he died in 
the Lord; and that, inſtzad of his Pilgrimage- 


difficulties, and heavy Reproaches by thoſe of 


whom other Things might have been expected, 
he is now above their Reach, enjoying what he 
longed for, and his Faith and Hope now in Fru- 


ition and Poſſ-flon ; and, inſtead of Diſdain, 


and being vilipended as a doting old Man, and 
crazy, he is now above completed i in full Joy. 


To the Admiration of Friends and Attendants, | 


he was, even when at weakelt, in the greateſt 
Serenity, and perfect Exerciſe of his Intellec- 
tuals to the very End. What Account will his 
Reproachers be able to make, in their Endea- 
vours to ſully the Reputation of ſuch an old 
exerciſed and experimented Chriſtian and Mi- 


niſter? He believed what he taught, and taught » 
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ON What 1 believed 50 capeſene dt to be hs 2 
Truth of God, both in Theory, and practical 


Chriſtianity, And, in reſpect to the preſent De- 
bate, again and again he. told, he had oppoſed 
that univerſal Satisfaction, and left his dying 
Teſtimony againſt the ſame, and adhered to the 
ſound, ſcriptural, and received Doctrine, that 


Chriſt undertook and ſatisfied Law and Juſtice 


for the Elect only. This brief Account being 
all E haxe yet got from thoſe who attended him 


to the laſt, I hope will be acceptable to many, 


and no 1 Encroachment on the Patience of 
the Reader; and ſo, I bid, Adieu. | 


December 24. N. 8. 
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